The Return
of the King
Sebastien Ogier may be a five-time World Rally Champion, but despite
tales to the contrary, his motivation hasn’t dimmed. If anything, it is
burning brighter than ever before.
Words: LEIGH O'GORMAN

It is very easy to tell when
Sebastien Ogier becomes a
touch excited. When speaking,
the animation is his voice steps
up notably, as the architecture
of his words gain additional
leverage. Even his shoulder’s –
which
already
move
rhythmically
under
the
impression of speech – dance
and jerk with a more telling
flow.
Alas, this was one of those
mornings with peaks and
troughs. On one hand,
Sebastien Ogier appeared
relaxed and happy with his lot
and yet on the other, he could
come across a touch frustrated.
It really depended on the
subject matter.
---Palying furiously with a drinks
bottle in a hospitality tent at a
bright and sunny, but cool Red
Bull Ring, the reigning World
Rally Champion was on hand to
compete as a guest driver with
Mercedes for the penultimate
DTM round of the season – so
the various subject matters
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really were triggers for his mood.
Ask the Frenchman the DTM and
his preparation and he was open
and keen; talk about the WRC
and his shoulders would tense
slightly and his breaths a touch
more laboured.
We both should have expected
this though – although playing
the role of the guest, people were
curious to discuss his thoughts on
regarding DTM and the
Mercedes C63. However it was
inevitable that he would be
questioned about the WRC – he
is, to be fair, the category’s
biggest name at the moment and
he is (again) fighting for the title.
Yet this time it is different. At the
time of our conversation, Ogier
had fallen to 3rd in the standings
behind Thierry Neuville and the
resurgent Ott Tänak, but it was
close. Indeed within two events,
Ogier was back on top of the
standings, albeit by just three
points; however during his
championship years, the M-Sport
pilot has been used to more
comfortable advantages.
He is defiant though. That much

is certain. ‘I think the most
important thing is that it’s not
over. It’s still close. As long as
the chance is there, you can be
sure that I am going to be
fighting for it.’
Both Ogier and M-Sport have
suffered from frustrating
events, whether caused by
tricky Friday road position
(Sweden), a bizarre lack of
overall pace (Finland) or
updates that haven’t quite come
together (Germany). ‘We had a
bit of hard luck; it is part of the
game. Often there have been a
few little details not going our

way, but I don’t give up and I
believe in my chance and in my
head, I still believe that I am
going to make it.’
They have also pulled important
results out of the bag at the right
time – victory in Rally GB and 2nd
place in Spain (behind part-timer
Sebastien
Loeb)
certainly
helped,
particularly
when
aligned with early season wins at
Monte Carlo, Mexico and
Corsica. ‘I had some lucky times
in my career. When you win
championships, there were many
situations where I had a bit of luck
with me. I know that, and I have
no problem to say it.’
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The above is not to say Ogier
doesn’t enjoy the challenge; he
does, in fact he finds it quite
thrilling,
but
like
all
competitors, he enjoys it all a
little more when the odds are at
least slightly in their favour.
‘It’s exciting to have the
challenge,’ Ogier exclaimed.
‘The victory you enjoy the most
is the one where you have
competition and I think it is
great for the championship that
this fight is going on. They have
pushed me to my limit even
more and recently I tried to
make an extra effort to be
better.
‘It’s good for the sport, the fans
love it. It’s quite long ago since
there was a finish like this in the
WRC, so let’s try to make the
best of it and for us, the best
would be to come as a winner of
the championship. It is still my
plan and I believe in my
chance.’
With five titles under his belt,
one might be forgiven for
thinking Ogier’s motivation
could be waning, but the 34year-old is quite content, as
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exemplified
his
recent
announcement that he is to return
to Citroën in 2019. If anything,
Ogier seems to greatly enjoy the
current cars and that visceral
feelings keeps him coming back.
‘It’s still about the pleasure of
driving fantastic cars,’ he says,
adding, ‘Since last year, we have
had the fastest WRC ever
produced and they are very
exciting to drive. Also this
competition with four teams,
which are not far from each other
[in performance], so every team
has a chance to win does make a
really good competition. So
that’s one of the reasons that I
want to continue and as long as
take pleasure doing that, it’s good
to continue.’
---Meanwhile, Ogier is at the Red
Bull Ring in his usual racing
driver undergarments with some
Red Bull logo’s and dots of
Mercedes wear around. But why
and how..? With a sly smile, ‘It
started a little bit like a joke
discussion.’
For those who didn’t realise,
Ogier’s wife – Andrea Kaiser – is

one of the presenters of DTM
for German television and he is
also good friends with
Mercedes CEO Toto Wolff.
One thing led to another and, ‘It
started because [DTM] wanted
to have a guest driver. Then I
started to think about it and
thought it would be an exciting
opportunity.
‘On the other hand, there were
many drivers telling that I
shouldn’t do it, it’s going to be
very difficult and I thought it’s
true that I have very little
chance to make a performance,
but it’s not every day that you
have the opportunity to race in
DTM. First I had to ask my

team and my sponsors to [ensure]
everyone was happy and then we
went for it.’
At the beginning of August,
Ogier tested the C63 DTM at
Vallelunga, while fellow DTM
guest driver, Alex Zanardi,
completed numerous laps in the
BMW M4. ‘It felt a little bit like
school days, but on something
you like to learn. It was very
exciting, and I loved it, but I know
there is much more a challenge to
race with the others and have a
starting procedure and pit
procedure.’ Ogier did not have
simulation time to bed himself in
to the realities of racing alongside
his fellow competitors, but at the
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same time was not overly
concerned with getting himself
in too deep, adding that he was
not there to play for his future of
his career.
---When comparing the Mercedes
DTM to his M-Sport Ford
machine, Ogier felt that they
had their differences, but they
were not hugely significant. ‘I
think the way to be fast, at the
end of the day, is not so
different. You still target the
same things,’ he considered.
‘The biggest difference is the

WIM 1.18

environment – on a track, you can
go a little bit wider and drive that
way,’
Ogier
added,
acknowledging that when you go
on a rally special stage, you are
likely to hit something. Hard.
‘At the end of the day, it’s still
about braking as late as you can,
carrying the maximum speed that
you can and be as early as you can
on the throttle. It’s nothing really
different, but the cars behave
differently; the technique you
have to apply to make it happen is
a bit different. It’s not a switch;
you need to walk a bit at the
beginning and try to learn this
way of doing it. In rally, one of

the abilities you need is to adapt
to new things and new
situations and I think it’s
something that I have always
been pretty good at.’
It was clear that Ogier was up
for the challenge and certainly
enjoyed his outings in the C63,
but he is a rally man that still
enjoys the extreme challenges
of the WRC and will remain so
for the next two years at least.
‘Honestly, I still think it’s
harder to make a 60km stage in
a rally than a one-hour race
here. We have some very long
stages sometimes, around 40

minutes, but we have much more
corners. Here you have some
straight lines, you can relax a
little bit, which you don’t have so
much in rally.’
By the end of the weekend, Ogier
had acquitted himself well,
particular during Saturday’s wetto-dry race, during which he took
a solid 12th place. For the
following day’s race, Ogier came
home 17th, after he took an
additional pit stop to clear an oilsprayed windscreen. For now, his
focus is on the WRC and his quest
to become a six-time world
champion.
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